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Good Beer Guide 2023 Released

&

CAMRA'’s Good
Beer Guide - the
UK’s  Dbest-selling
beer and pub guide
— is celebrating its
50th  anniversary
this year.

The Guide, which
surveys 4,500 of the
best pubs across the
UK, is the definitive
beer drinker’s guide
to the very best
pints in the most
picturesque and
friendly pubs.
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DRAUGHT COPY

Draught Copy is the magazine of the Maidstone and Mid-Kent branch of
CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale, also incorporating news from Bexley,
Gravesend & Darent Valley, Medway and West Kent branches of CAMRA. 1t is
published quarterly, in March, June, September and December and has a
circulation of 4,000 copies. Opinions expressed are those of the author of the

article, and need not represent those of CAMRA or its officials.

If you find a pub selling short measure, allowing smoking in the premises, or
other illegal things in pubs, please have a quiet word with the landlord in the
first instance. However, if you need to complain about a licensed premises in
your area, report the problem to Trading Standards by contacting Citizens
Advice, who will pass the details to your local Trading Standards service: Call
the Citizens Advice consumer service helpline on 03454 04 05 06 (Monday to
Friday, 9am - 5pm). We should demand the very highest standards of service in
our pubs.

Advertising rates: £85 / £50 / £30 for a full / half / quarter page respectively
Editor and Correspondence:  DraughtCopy.Editor@mmk.camra.org.uk
Advertising: DraughtCopy.Advertising@mmbk.camra.org.uk
The copy date for the next issue is 21st January 2023.

For further information about all pubs mentioned in this publication (or indeed
anywhere in the UK), please refer to CAMRA’s national pub database:

www.whatpub.com

DATES FOR YOUR DiARY

Our social diary changes faster than we can print it, so to keep up-to-date we suggest
you use the below QR codes to access the branch meetings on our websites.

ol Gravesend and Maidstone
exley Darent Valley and Mid-Kent




Campaign
for
Real Ale

From
as little as

£28.50

a year. That's less
Includes
thanapint a £30°*

month! Real Ale
Cider & Perry
Vouchers

Or enter your details and complete the Direct Debit form below and you will receive
15 months membership for the price of 12 and save £2 on your membership subscription

Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form, visit www.camra.org.uk/joinup, or call
01727 798440.° All forms should be addressed to Membership Department, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW.

Your details: Direct Debit Non DD
Title Surname Single Membership (UK) ~ €2850 | | £3050 [ |
Forename(s) Under 26 Membership £2000 [ | £2200 [ |
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) Joint Membership £3650 [  €3850 [
Addréss (At the same address)

Joint Under 26 Membership  £2800 [ | €3000 [ |

Please indicate whether you wish
POSECOTE oo to receive BEER by email OR post: D Emal D Pt
Email address | wish to Opt-in to [_| General Communications [_] Branch Communications
Daytime Tel = y rates are lable only for Under 26 Memberships.
£ . o . o | wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale, and agree to abide by the
Partner’s Deta'ls ('f Joint MemberShlp) Memorandum and Articles of Association which can be found on
Title Surname our website.
Forename(s) Signed
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) Date Apphcations will be processed within 21 days
Direct Debit Instruction G)D,RE,_-, DIRECT
Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: Deblit Debit

Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 230 Hatfield Road, St. Albans, Herts AL14LW
Email: membership@camra.org.uk Telephone: 01727 867201

This Guarantee should be detached
and retained by the payer.

The Direct Debit
Guarantee

® This Guarantee is offered by all banks and
building societies that accept instructions
to pay Direct Debits.

® If there are any changes to the amount.
date or frequency of your Direct Debit.
Stripe will notify you 2 working day:
advance of your account being debited
or as otherwise agreed. If you request
Stripe to collect a payment, confirmation
of the amount and date will be given to
you at the time of the request.

Name(s) of Account Holder Billing Address

i |

Bank or Building Society A Ahasavls

LI T T T TTT]

Branch Sort Code Postcode

l | l l } l l Payments will show as CAMRA Membership

" f
o Gl oty ® if an arror is made in the paymant o

your Direct Dabit, by Stripe or your bank
of bullding society you are entitled to a

rJ I understand that CAMRA has partnered with Stripe, who collects Direct Debits on full and immediate refund of the amount
— behalf of CAMRA and confirm that | am the account holder and the only person pald from your bank or bullding soclety,
required to authorize debits from this account. @ If you receive a refund you are not entitled
o, 10, you must pay it back when Stripe asks
Campaign you to,
Signature for ® You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time
Real Ale by simply contacting your bank or building

society. Written confirmation may be
required. Please also notify us.

Satup of Direct Debit Instruction with
Stripe on behalf of CAMRA.

'Price of single membership when paying by Direct Debit. “Calls from landlines charged at standard national rates, cost may vary from
mobile phones. New Direct Debit members will receive a 12 month supply of vouchers in their first 15 months of membership. The data
you provide will be processed in accordance with our privacy policy in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations.
**Joint members receive E40 worth of vouchers,



MUSKET I:AMRA-
BREWERY
vy Lioc

/=¥ KENT BEERS!!

Musket Brewery is a family owned, Maidstone-based Micro Brewery located at Loddington
Farm, Linton, brewing premium REAL ALE at realistic prices.The Musket brewers are
CAMRA members, who provide these carefully brewed ales for your enjoyment.

N
/ MUSKET

MUZZLELOADER POWDER BURN FIFE & DRUM TRIGGER
4.5% Kentish Ale 5.0% Kentish Porter 3.8% Golden Ale 3.6% Pale Ale

~

/ MUSKET

BREWERY

FLINTLOCK

FLINTLOCK MATCHLOCK FLASH IN THE PAN BALL PULLER

4.2% Best Bitter 3.8% Kentish Mild 4.0% Green Hop Ale 4.0% Premier Bitter
(Award winning beer!) (Spring/Summer brew!) (Limited Availability!) (Award winning beer!)

Brewing since 2013, Musket Brewery has earned a well-deserved reputation for providing
GREAT beers of consistently high quality, supported by exemplary customer service! You
“Musket” these beers now available in bottle, 5 litre mini-kegs throughout Kent in Farm Shops,
Garden Centres and Shop On-line.Ask for Musket beers in your local!

Musket Brewery Tap Room—"The Armoury” at Loddington Farm, open Wed-Sun

Contact Musket Brewery to find out more!!

079671 27 27 8 or 01622 74993|
S I B '\'"fo@musketbrewery .co.uk - Wi
| ]

‘S

= “There’s more in the barrel” at 2= 4
& INDEPENDENT g f
=
D

W

TAGm Www.musketbrewery.co.uk 4
DS Scheme



Goop BEer Guipe 2023 RELEASED

The 50th anniversary edition of CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide, features |
a new cover design by Neil Gower, a foreword by HRH The Prince of
Wales (22 August 2022) and an introduction to each region by Laura
Hadland — award-winning author of 50 Years of CAMRA.

The first edition (1972) was just 96 pages in length and listed around [ii:
1,500 pubs with a brewery section covering 105 brewing companies.

Today, the Good Beer Guide features 1,864 breweries across the nation. SDIgE s

Just five pubs across the UK have made it into each edition of the Guide —
known as the “famous five”. These pubs include the Star Tavern and the
Buckingham Arms in London, the Roscoe Head in Liverpool, the Square &
Compass in Dorset and the Queen’s Head in Newton, Cambridgeshire.

To be listed in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide is a fantastic achievement for a pub.
The Guide is based entirely on personal recommendations made by local
CAMRA members, which are rigorously reviewed by branches and editors.

Recommendations consider beer quality as well as the history and architecture
of a pub and various aspects such as food, gardens, family and disabled
facilities and special events. CAMRA does not take any fees for listings to
ensure the guide remains independent and unbiased.

CAMRA'’s National Chairman Nik Antona said: “It is a huge achievement that
we are able to celebrate 50 years of publishing the Good Beer Guide, and a real
testament to the hard work and dedication of our volunteers, who undertake the
assessments. “What makes the Guide unique is that all the entries are compiled
and vetted by a huge volunteer team based around the country. We work hard
to ensure that all areas of the country are covered and, unlike some competitor
titles, inclusion in this book is dependent on merit — not on payment. “The last
few years have been an incredibly difficult time for the industry, and we need
more support than ever before to keep our nation’s pubs open and thriving. I'd
encourage everyone to use this year’s Guide to visit the very best pubs across
the UK and support them for generations to come.”

The Good Beer Guide, is sponsored this year by Cask Marque. Paul Nunny,
Director of Cask Marque said: “Cask Marque has sponsored the Good Beer
Guide for a number of years, because it is important that we recognise great
pubs with a CAMRA endorsement. 50 years of actively supporting our industry
is a great achievement and coincides with Cask Marque championing beer
quality for 25 years!”

To order, visit: https://shopl.camra.org.uk/product/the-good-beer-guide-2023/
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GRAVESEND & DARENT VALLEY LocAL NEwS

Contact: Adrian Moss (01474 363102) email: adrian.moss49@btinternet.com

The two planning applications for the Amazon & Tiger at Harvel mentioned in
the last edition had been published by September. In mid-October a senior
planner at Gravesham Council had recommended approval of the separation of
the B&B business from the closed pub. A request has been made for the matter
to be referred to the Planning Committee for a decision as the campaign group
believe the decision was misguided. The applications had certainly attracted a
sizeable number of objections.
A bid to purchase the site of the Green Man at Hodsoll Street has been
submitted by the local campaign group who want to rebuild it. A developer is
also interested but may have problems with the pub’s ACV listing.
The nearby Golden Lion at Luddesdown now offers a guest beer
alongside its three regulars. This had been St Austell Proper Job in
October, followed by the new Iron Pier Best Bitter, which
apparently ran out very quickly.
¥ The Dartford Jug in Dartford has been renamed the Long Dog and
there is no longer a connection between this pub and the Malling
Jug. It seems that customers bringing a dog with them receive a discount on the
price of a drink. Recently real ales were 50p a pint cheaper on Sundays, when a
free cheese board was also on offer to customers from 3pm.

It was reported that the Dartford Sports Bar was due to have two handpumps
installed in late October. The work had been delayed somewhat as it was
necessary to obtain permission to drill an extra hole to the cellar of the listed
building for the lines. The intention was believed to be to use the pumps to serve
Koomor beers. There was also talk of a 10% discount for local workers or for,
again, customers bringing a dog with them. At the time of writing Koomor beers
had been brewed at Iron Pier for some time.

On a branch visit to Wrotham all three pubs were fairly busy.
The Shepherd Neame Summer Storm at the Rose and Crown had ik
given way to Late Red. This pub has a rather nice tiled back to _
the bar. At the George & Dragon a back room features a :
dartboard and a collection of cricket bats on the wall. The far end of the bar at
the Bull Hotel was once a billiard room, as shown by two round windows in the
wall facing the street.

The Railway Tavern at Longfield was under new management and was due to
reopen in mid-November after a major refit estimated to cost £195,000. The pub
would be completely redecorated and the intention was to improve the offer in
terms of both food and drink, includingeeal ales.




THE
GELLARS
ALEHOUSE

6-8 CASKS | 8 TAPS
20 CIDERS | 20 GINS

AND MUCH MUCH MORE - HOP ON DOWN
CAMRA DISCOUNT MAIDSTONE’S BEST MICRO PUB

0 O Q @THECELLARSALEHOUSE

THE OLD BREWERY, BUCKLAND ROAD, MAIDSTONE ME 16 0SL



Mlcropub West Malling
52 High Street
Find us down The Jug Alley, opposite Simon Miller.
Follow the arrow on the street board!

9+ Real ales from gravity fed barrels on
every weekend, a wide selection of
Bottled Craft Beers, Cider, Wine,
Prosecco, Gin and Bar snacks

- Special Promo -

Take Off 10% Tuesdays on all
Cask Ales extended to Monday,

Tuesday and Wednesday during
January & February 2023

Family & Dog Friendly pub with a small courtyard garden

and heating to enjoy during winter.
[ ]

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
SUN - TUES 12 - 9PM
WEDS - SAT 12 - 10PM

T 01732 667832 E:info@themallingjug.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Real Ale Finder




The Ship at Sutton at Hone reopened quite soon after its
August closure, with a new licensee. Taylors Landlord was
reported to be on sale in October. Nearby, the Queen at South
Darenth has been for sale as a going concern for a while but
the Chequers at Farningham was closed amid rumours of |§
issues with the ownership of the pub.

Events near Christmas we’ve heard of in the Swanley area include a Christmas
craft fair at the Cotton Mill on Saturday December 10. The Chequers at
Crockenhill will host Christmas carols on the 14t%. This pub serves cream teas on
Mondays. Notable beers in October included three Dorking brews at the Cotton
Mill and Butcombe Chinook APA and Southwark Raspberry Wheat Beer at the
Chequers.
The Jolly Drayman in Gravesend has building work in progress which should
be finished in December without the pub closing. The rather cramped bar will
be enlarged to a horseshoe layout and the lobby area at the entrance will become
more a part of the pub. Changes will extend to the
o= boundary wall but will leave intact the garden and
W the railings with the pub name and nickname.

There’s clearly some confidence in the future in this
part of town as a planning application is now in for building work at TJ’s. This
would allow extension at the rear to provide twelve en-suite letting rooms
ancillary to the pub, as well as adding disabled toilet facilities.

In the same area the Waterloo lost half its sign in a storm a while &
ago but this has now been replaced, displaying a scene from the
battle. A large plaque below the TV at the front proclaims the pub
as “Nanny’s Pub”, which fits with the family atmosphere. /

Unfortunately Dartford Wobbler beers will not be around when this |
issue appears as the brewery site was put up for sale and all

tenants given notice to quit by the end of October. John Millis still

owns the “Dartford Wobbler” name but the equipment was placed in storage. It
could therefore be revived by a future brewer on another site.

M A L L I N G Accounts Tax Bookl;éeping VAT

Preparation Returns Returns
ACCOUNTANCY

Contact us for a free Initial Consultation
E peter.stevens@mallingaccountancy.co.uk 1 01732 792349
www.mallingaccountancy.co.uk



MAIDSTONE & MiD-KENT LOCAL NEWS

Contact: John Mills 01732 840603 or email pubs.officer@mmk.camra.org.uk
For more information on these pubs, see CAMRA'’s online pub database whatpub.com

Bull - Barming — Now being run by Redcat Pub Co with Dark Star Hophead
available at time of last visit report. F: thebullbarming

https://www.redcatpubcompany.com/pubs/kent/the-bull-barming

Oak on the Green, Bearsted - Now branded as Shepherd Neame and their beers
are available; Master Brew, Whitstable Pale and Bishops Finger.

George Hotel, Cranbrook - A new manager, Victoria Ruffell, has been
appointed here.

Bell & Jorrocks, Frittenden — An excellent selection of ales was found here
when a party of CAMRA members recently visited. Permanent ales are Harvey’s
Sussex Best Bitter and Goacher’s Fine Light Ale. The guest ale
was Long Man Long Blonde. Well worth visiting not only for
the beer but also the food. Several bottled foreign beers are
also kept. A pizza van is in attendance on Sundays 5pm to
7pm.

Dirty Habit, Hollingbourne — This popular 11 century
building suffered an extensive fire on 9 Oct with a major part of the roof being
completely destroyed. It will be closed for a considerable time for repairs.

Woodcock, Iden Green — A visit here found Harvey's Sussex Best Bitter, Larkins
Traditional Ale and Long Man Long Blonde, all in very good condition.

Chequers, Laddingford — There were 20 types of sausage and 10 beers at this
year’s Bangers and Beer Week. Several members visited by public transport
enabling us to sample a good selection. Four ales are usually on handpump and
good food is served.

Maidstone Rugby Club, Maidstone — Now has Timothy Taylor Landlord on the
bar. So go along and watch a live rugby match and enjoy a pint (or more) at the
same time.

Al

= |
Olde Thirsty Pig, Maidstone — This is a quaint and m |
1

dy .nil_[l;l

)

ancient building with two staircases to upper floor and N | e
toilets. Only brews from Kent breweries are kept here [l ! ““\Inhl“-ll #
and these are frequently changed. ' |"||“!!:'-.“ Ll

Stag, Maidstone — Opening hours have changed here ==
and are now Mon-Thu 14:00-23:00; Fri&Sat 12:00-24:00; Sun 12:00-22:00.

Knoxbridge, Knoxbridge — In October this was found to be closed again. It is
such a pity that this formerly excellent venue is no longer in use. It has plenty of

10

passing traffic and is on a bus route.




Larkins' Alehouse - Cranbrook Est.2or

(1. d
Gl |

Cranbrook’s Micropub

Winner of the Kent CAMRA Pub of the Year 2022
Winner of the Maidstone and Mid Kent CAMRA branch Pub and Cider pub 2022

Larkins' Alehouse offers a warm, friendly environment without interruptions of music, tv and
mobile phones.

Check out the daily updated Facebook or Twitter pages to see which ales are currently available.

Homemade Ham or Cheese rolls, Individual Pork Pies all served with our homemade chutney —
Thursday — Saturday
Pizza Cucina —outside on a Thursday evening, feel free to buy a pizza and eat in the pub with a
pint!

Group bookings for cold and hot food on request, just give us 3-4 days notice. Delivered to your
home or eat in!

Beer Garden open all year round!

Mon —Wed 14.00 —21.00
Thurs-Fri 12.00 - 22.00
Sat 12.00 - 22.30

Sun 12.00 - 18.00

Closed Sunday night

LARKINS’ ALEHOUSE
7 High Street, Cranbrook, Kent. TN17 3EB
Mobile: Wendy 07785 707476 or Julie 07917 252585

E: info@larkins-alehouse.co.uk
FB: Larkins’ Alehouse
T: @larkinsalehouse
W: larkins-alehouse.co.uk



CAMRA Maidstone & Mid-Kent Club of the Year 2022
CAMRA Kent Club of the Year 2022

© Lester Cunningham

» Six real ales supporting Kent breweries

» Selection of cider, lager, wines, spirits and soft drinks
* All offered at club prices

* Recently refurbished with a friendly atmosphere

« CAMRA members welcome

* Regular charity fundraising

Finduson [l @ @mardenvillageciub

Albion Road, Marden, Kent TN12 9DT
Tel: 01622 831427
Email: office@mardenvillageclub.co.uk

www.mardenvillageclub.co.uk




Swan, Sandhurst — This has re-opened now that sufficient staff have been
engaged. Harvey’s Sussex Best is a permanent ale on the bar.

F: swaninnsandhurst https://swaninnsandhurst.co.uk/

Monk’s Head, Snodland — Stonegate have repossessed this pub and can now
install a new licensee. Hopefully this will be soon as the town needs the facilities
of a pub.

Bull Inn, West Malling - Several green hopped beers were found here in
October including those from Goacher’s and Musket. Beers from the
aforementioned breweries are always on the bar and are often joined by some
interesting guest ales.

Malling Jug, West Malling - A variety of beers may
be found here with numbers varying from 7 on
weekdays to 10 at the weekend. Usually have Kent
Session Pale and Young's Bitter or another lower gravity
beer. Respected breweries such as Deya, Vocation, |
Northern Monk, Thornbridge and Tiny Rebel will often be :
on the lists. A monthly quiz and other events are
arranged; for dates see Facebook. F: themallingjug

Quiz Night on Monday

The Bull

Open 12 — 2.30 and 5 — 11 Monday — Thursday High Street

12 — 11 Friday and Saturday West Malling
12 —10.30 Sunday

oooooooooo




WEST KENT LocAL NEwS

Contact: Keith Ennis / Dave Moore email: campaign@camrawestkent.org.uk

All images sourced from WhatPub.com Web: https://westkent.camra.org.uk

CHARCOTT: The Greyhound continues to offer an
interesting selection of ales. The regular is locally brewed
2 Larkin’s Traditional, with three changing guest ales, usually
from small independent brewers. Some interesting ales
appear here. Open all day Tuesday to Sunday, excellent
food is available and the pub is easily accessible by public
transport. There is a bus service (210) stopping nearby and it's a ten minute walk
from Penshurst railway station.

stlllage behind the bar, with the others on hand pump. The Old
P Ale was in very good nick on a recent visit. ‘

y COWDEN: The Fountain (Harvey's) closed on 7th October and
§ the licensees have departed. The pub is on Harvey's website as

interesting range of cask and keg beers available, plus a few
ciders and also mead. Local brews are regularly available

here and there is a large collection of pump clips displayed.
Just down the road is the Old Eden, which has three beers
available. Adnams Ghost Ship and Harvey’s Sussex Best are
the regulars, with a regularly changing guest ale, Hogs Back
Hop Yard Pale featured recently and was in very good nick
and only £4 a pint. The King & Queen has been closed for
some time and shows no sign of reopening, whilst the Star
(closed in 2015) will not reopen as a pub. Recent building work has included the
doorways being bricked up.

MARKBEECH: The Kentish Horse is a popular
freehouse, that's open all day, seven days a week.
Harvey's Sussex Best and Larkin's Traditional are the sl
regular brews available, with a regularly changing
guest beer. This is sometimes Exmoor Gold or St Austell
Proper Job, although a second Larkin's beer may appear.

14



mailto:campaign@camrawestkent.org.uk

HARVEY’S

BREWER OF THE YEAR AND SUPREME CHAMPION -
INTERNATIONAL BEER CHALLENGE 2021

Independent Family Brewers Since 1790
WWW.HARVEYS.ORG.UK



@THENELSONARMSTONBRIDGE @THENELSONARMS @THE_NELSON_ARMS

01732 358 284 | 19 CROMER STREET, TN9 1UP I WWW.THENELSONARMS.COM

THE
NELSON
ARMS

mon 3 - 9pm

AWARD-WINNING
PUBLICANS

tues 3-1lpm

wed 3-1lpm
MATT & EMMA, FORMER LANDLORDS OF
i THE STILE BRIDGE & THE WINDMILL,
fri 3 -11.30pm CONTINUE WITH THEIR 3RD PUB
_— 12 - 11.30pm TRANSFORMATION - THE NELSON ARMS.

L1VE [m A REFURBISHED, TRADITIONAL,

sun 12 - 9pm COMMUNITY PUB IN TONBRIDGE JUST
ROASTS 500M FROM THE STATION!

thurs 3-1llpm

OF LOCAL & IMPORTED BEVERAGES

7 CASK ALES

| 2 REAL CIDERS

GREAT SELECTION OF CRAFT BEERS
IMPORTED GERMAN PILSNERS
BELGIAN BEERS







A Christmas version of our best selling
Session Pale. Light hoppy and fruity
with a hint of Elderflower.

The perfect combination of
chocolate and orange in a
deliciously luxurious porter.

5.63
e | vulelog

A\ chocolate cre

A creamy Chocolate Yule log
in a glass. The perfect liquid

0 -
i . dessert for Christmas.
E o
% ’ :
9, ]
“myov®

9,

KenTt srewery

Seasonal Greetings from Kent Brewery

Treat yourself to something
tasty this Christmas!



BRASTED: There's just two pubs in the village now. The Stanhope Arms can be
found next to the church and is free of tie. It reopened under new ownership in
November 2021 and has been refurbished throughout. The regular beers seem to
' be Black Sheep Best Bitter and Westerham Spirit of Kent, there
is usually a third beer available, normally from another

Kent brewer, Bexley and Larkin’s amongst them. There is
also a real cider on handpump. The other pub is the White
Hart, which still has some memorabilia displayed in
connection to the pubs links to pilots from nearby Biggin Hill, who used the pub
in wartime. Very popular for food, Fuller’s London Pride and Sharps Doom Bar.

CHIDDINGSTONE HOATH: The Rock is now open seven days a |
week and remains free of tie. Larkin’s Traditional is the regular beer, "
plus there are two changing guests. A recent visit found these to be
Larkin's Green Hop Best and Tonbridge Coppernob.

. CROCKHAM HILL: The Royal Oak is principally food led
ythese days and opens four days each week. The only beer

available noted on a recent visit, was Fuller’s London Pride.
FORDCOMBE: The Chafford Arms dominates the village and
is an impressive building. Harvey’s Sussex Best and Larkin's
deztzonal are the regular beers here.

LEIGH: The Fleur de Lis (Greene King) closed during the summer, a new tenant
is sought.

SUNDRIDGE: The White Horse is the only pub in the village,
found next to the traffic lights on the A25. A recent visit on a very [
quiet midweek evening, found just Fuller's London Pride available 3
at £5.40 a pint.

WESTERHAM: The Real Ale Way sadly closed at the beginning of August. This
micropub had been a popular addition to the town’s drinking outlets. There are
still three other places to enjoy a pint. The George & Dragon (Fuller’s) closed a
couple of years ago, but was acquired by Fuller's in November 2021 and has
been fully refurbished. As can be expected, food is available but the ale drinker
isn't left out, with a couple of Chiswick brews available. London Pride and
Oliver’s Island appeared recently and both were in good
nick. The King's Head Hotel (Greene King) can be found
" across the road, Abbot and IPA are regulars, with Yardbird
. IPA also noted recently. The third pub is the Grasshopper
J o £ | On The Green, which has several drinking areas and is

free of tie. Two regularly changing ales are available, one
of which is local, either from Titsey or Westerham Brewery.
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NATIONAL PUB OF THE YEAR 2022

The Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) has named
the best four pubs in the country as part of its Pub of
the Year 2022 competition. The finalists are the Sta-
tion House in Durham, the Horse & Jockey in Sta-
pleford, the King’s Head in Norwich, and the Tam-
worth Tap in Tamworth.

il The Station House in Durham was opened in 2015
by CAMRA members and takes a very friendly, back
-to-basics approach with an emphasis on conversa-
tion. A wedge-shaped pub in the shadow of the railway viaduct, the Station
House offers a changing range of beer and cider with a dark beer always on tap.

The Horse & Jockey in Stapleford, Nottinghamshire is a welcoming free house
boasting 13 real ales, including at least one dark beer and five of which are Lo-
cAle —i.e., brewed locally. It boasts a wood burner, sports TV, light music com-
plimented by occasional bands and a weekly pub quiz.

The King’s Head in Norwich is a traditional two-bar city pub which has been a
mandatory stop on the Norwich real ale trail since 2005, serving up to a dozen
beers which are mostly from Norfolk breweries.

Finally, the Tamworth Tap is a 16th century part Tudor building in the shadow
of Tamworth Castle. Eight handpulls usually feature one Tamworth ale, and
there is a “"CAMRA corner’ at the bottom of the stairs which includes a rare,
complete set of Good Beer Guides. Themed events include beer tastings and ‘paint
and sip’ sessions.

All the pubs in the competition are selected by CAMRA volunteers and judged
on their atmosphere, decor, welcome, service, value for money, customer mix
and most importantly — quality of beer. The four finalists will now have a
chance to win the National Pub of the Year title for 2022, which will be an-
nounced in January 2023. The competition has been on hold over the last two
years due to COVID-19 restrictions and was last won by the Bell Inn in Ald-
worth, Berkshire in 2019.

National Pub of the Year Co-ordinator Andrea Briers said: “All of these pubs
should be very proud of themselves for reaching this stage in the competition. It
is a huge honour to be considered one of the top four pubs across the country.”

The four finalists will be presented with their awards at local events over the
coming weeks.
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Pub of the Year and we're in the B
Good Beer Guide i

southeast and Cider Pub

Sussex
SRARA of the Year

RYE'S MICROPUB

10 local ales 18 local ciders

Along with ales and ciders, we serve a selection of wines, gins and soft
drinks and award winning Scotch eggs and pork pies. Our Brewery &
Taproom is nearly ready, we'll be shouting out when it's open.

OPENING TIMES: Mon - Fri from 2pm | Sat & Sun from 12pm

@ Tower Street, Rye TN31 7AT | Tel: 01797 224110 n

www.ryewaterworks.co.uk Google
tripadvisor ,
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www.thethreetunsit

THE GOOD

BEER ©

GUIDE
2022+
‘PE'RE w

staurant.co.uk

THE

THREE TUNS

0))=((0

FREE HO

USE

Quality food prepared
Jfrom the finest local
produce served in a warm
and friendly atmosphere.

Kentish Beer & Ciders
always available.



st BEXLEY BREWERY 2014

Pt

I ; F
CASK - KEG - BOTTLE
www.bexleybrewery.co.uk 01322 337 368

BIRD AND BARREL

BEXLEY BREWERY MICROPUB & TAPROOM

WEDS - 5:00-9:30PM
THURS - 5:00-10:00PM
FRI - 4:.00-10:00PM
SAT - 2:00-10:00PM
SUN - 2:.00- 6:00PM

ARNSBERG LAGER
CLEAN, CRISP &
REFRESHING
GET IN TOUCH FOR
MORE INFO

100 Barnehurst Road, Barnehurst, DA7 6HG 01322 337 368







WEST KENT BRANCH Bus Trips 20221 by Keith Ennis

Report on the West Kent CAMRA Bus Trip on 18 February 2022 to the
Little Brown Jug, Chiddingstone Causeway and the Greyhound,
Charcott.

Friday 18 February saw the arrival of Storm Eunice. During the morning
there was an exchange of emails discussing the merits of the trip going
ahead. After confirming that the buses were running, two intrepid
members of the group set out on the 210 bus at 11.00 to visit the Little
Brown Jug. There they found Larkins Traditional, Tonbridge Golden Rule
and Old Dairy Uber Brew. Unfortunately the Uber Brew was not in good
condition and was quickly changed for a Larkins Traditional. The pub has
two open fires and they were experiencing problems with the wind
blowing smoke back down the chimneys. The pub was almost empty
due to many cancellations because of the storm.

Meanwhile two more group members were catching the 12.00 bus from
Tonbridge and the driver informed us that this would be the last bus as
she had been instructed to return to the depot. We decided that there
was the possibility of catching a train back so proceeded with the
journey. Several branches lying on the road were successfully negotiated
by our driver.

We arrived at the Greyhound just as the
other two members were getting drinks
after being “blown” across the footpath
from the Little Brown Jug. The pub was
fairly empty with just two or three other
customers as all of the lunchtime
bookmgs had Cancelled because of the

b SN il storm. A
¥ perusal of the hand pumps saw Titsey
Liberty Bell, Battle One Hop Wonder,
d Northdown Pale Ale Mary and Larkins
Traditional available.

| All were in excellent condition as I tried
all four. It was our intention to have
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lunch and we could now do this in a more leisurely fashion whilst
discussing the options for returning to Tonbridge. It was during this
period we received information that there were now no trains running
and we discussed the possibility of getting a taxi. There was no perceived
rush as we were enjoying the meal and the beer. Very few more
customers came into the pub and the lovely landlady, Fran, said she
needed to go out and would kindly give us a lift in to Tonbridge.

This was a real act of kindness, for
=7 i‘ﬁi which we were very grateful. So, it was
~ a quick trip to the quirky urinals made
from old milk churns, and into the car
for the trip back to Tonbridge.

This journey was uneventful but we
did have to weave around a few

branches. Quote of the day came from Tony who advised Fran to “mind
the stick in the road” when it was quite a substantial branch. On arrival
in Tonbridge we thought it would be rude not to visit Fuggles Beer Cafe
to partake in the Dark Life Festival.

The Chequers Inn

Laddingford, nr Yalding
Kent ME18 6BP
Tel: 01622 871266

www.chequersladdingford.co.uk

Award winning traditional village ini
situated in the hopping countryside

Charles and Tracey welcome you to their 15th Century Inn

. Cask conditioned real ales
. Traditional value-for-money menus, daily specials, Sunday roasts and children's menu
+ Very large garden with children’s play area & animal corner

We are proud of our
. Real Ales, Real Food, Real Staff & No Gimmicks

CAMRA Good Beer Guide & Cask Marque awar



—_/-/f‘h DISTINCTIVE CASK AND KEG ALES II\\-\_'

Telephone: 01622 871239 Email: mail@tonbridgebrewery.co.uk
Website: www.tonbridgebrewery.co.uk

Tonbridge Brewery, Unit 19, Branbridges Industrial Estate, East Peckham, Kent TN12 5HF
—-\\ n facebook.com/tonbridgebrewery u twitter.com/tonbridgebrewer FJJ/_-




CAMRA Kent Pub of the Year
2010, 2011 & 2017

Up to 9 ales, 4 ciders & 5 craft kegs.

Homemade, thin crust, stone
baked pizza
served Wednesday - Saturday
5pm - 10:30pm.

See our live drinks menu with the
Untappd App.

Ed11.c Flower Pot Maidstone Beer B#The Flower Pot Maidstone Music
96 Sandling Road - Maidstone - Kent - ME14 2R]
Tel. 01622757705 Email. flowerpofpub®@hotmail.conk Web. www flowerpofpub.com



EXTREME PUBBING! by Jeff Tucker

My latest trip in this series may be one of the last, as KCC are withdrawing
support for tens of rural bus routes in February. When commercial Arriva or

Stagecoach routes are withdrawn, the Council might pay for a skeleton
replacement service, if any at all.

From Maidstone, I caught the 12 to Tenterden then waited
until 10.58, at the Town Hall, for the Thursday-only 293 which §

to the market in Rye. The driver obviously knew all the -
regulars, and we stopped at Appledore for a ‘comfort stop’.

of Romney Marsh, but seems to have no shortage of
customers. Beers were Oxney Ale, which is Goacher’s “house
beer’, Harvey’s Best and Sharp’s Doom Bar.

The walk to Appledore took about 25 minutes, with no traffic except |
for a cyclist, and the Black Lion could be seen at the junction from =
some way off. Beers here were Rommney Marsh Best Bitter, plus Sharp’s
Doom Bar and Greene King IPA.

Appledore, once a thriving place with a wide main street, has three bus services
at the moment. Stagecoach 11B and the Tenterden Hopper each have one journey
each way, and the 293 one journey on Thursdays only. All three routes come
through Appledore between 14,09 and 14.20, so a pub visit by bus alone is not
possible. Just the 11B is expected to survive the cuts.

There are no bus stops in Appledore, but I caught the 293 again, with the same
passengers and bags of shopping from the market, to Tenterden, where I had an
hour wait for the next 12, having just missed one. If you want to repeat my
expedition, do it soon, while the Ferry Inn still has a bus service of sorts.

TERRY The experts in bespoke
OSBORNE insurance solutions for the
INSURANCE . hospitality & leisure industries

TERRY OSBORNE |

Call us for advice, a competitive quote or instant cover:
01622 745 297 Email: info@terryosborneinsurance.co.uk
www.terryosborneinsurance.co.uk




Crossworo No. 38

compiled by Mick NormMAN

For a chance to win a crisp
£10 drinking voucher please

send your completed grid to

our compiler:

Mick Norman
Nursery Cottage
Norwood Lane
Meopham
DA13 0OYE

No later than:

January 14th 2023.

A photocopy/scanned copy
can be emailed to:

mlr_norman@yahoo.com

Across

1

7

8

9

10
11
13
14
17
18
20
22
23
24

Work out task (8)

A dire tangle, so put outside? (5)

Magnificent bird held by the Los Angeles Rams (9)
Head of insect removed to reveal snake (3)
Distribute wood (4)

Guitarist went on (6)

Johnny swallowed by second omnivore (6)
Dreadful misdeed by sailor? No, the reverse! (6)
Brewery hero (6)

Loving Rita needs courage! (4)

Also a number for the auditor (3)

Kill insect, swallowing sodium (9)

Assists in top class wagers (5)

Fizzy coke? Here in the reservation maybe (8)

Solution to Crossword No. 37

Congratulations to
P Tiffany, Halifax.
who won last time.

Down

o b W N =

12

30

A seed planted, so relieved (5)

Spell out ‘No longer ugly', perhaps (7)
Bird's call heard at the centre (4)

Clean rain (6)

Organ-grinder's complaint (5)

Found alternative use for dead PA (temp initially) (7)
Laid and distributed Disney film (7)
Useful when T S Eliot got wasted? (7)

Ah - match arranged at 17A’s location (7)
Boo the ex-presldent, we hear (7)

Hot fur removed - no medal for this! (6)
Group without email? (5)

Subject of article on Middle English (5)
Complain about storyteller (4)




YEOILDE
THIBSTY

AENSITAIESAGIG eI BUSEY
YOUR LOCAL REFUELLING STATION! ﬁ
ON THE CORNER OF KNIGHTRIDER STREET (L1717,

Ye Olde Thirsty Pig was built in the 15th Century and is said to be the third oldest
building in Maidstone. Originally it was a farmhouse within the estate of the
Archblshop s Palace.

'y

We welcome you to our quaint and quirky multi award winning Kentish Ale & Cider
House with a Bar Area, downstairs Snug and corridor to the Courtyard Beer Garden,
Upstairs to the Main Room leading to the Toilets and the fully refurbished Function

Room.
Opening Hours = cmn” =
Sunday to Thurs 12:00 noon to 01:00am [ A 3.%/
Friday 12:00 noon to 02:00am
Saturday 12:00 noon to 03:00am —m!- /

G f;:» ,....,. >
Local Ales from Award Winning Kent Breweries!!! Q S

Lagers Curious Brew Kentish lager
Motorhead Roaderew American pale
Amstel an easy-drinking lager
San Miguel Lager
Paulaner Munchen German Lager

Ciders Biddenden Bushels Kentish cider
Orchard View sparkling cider

Section of hoxed Kentish Cider
E«l aded |




* REAL MILD ALE ¥ CROWN IMPERIAL STOUT *

SILVER STAR % FINE _LOIH. >rm * GOLD STAR % OLD 1066 ALE *

2112

www.goachers.com

&DJ Goacher, Unit 8, Tovil Green Business Park, Maidstone ME15 6TA. Tel: 01622 68
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